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   Born in 1988, Thomas Dunford discovered the lute at the age of 9, thanks to Claire Antonini and after completing his studies at the Conservatoire Supérieur de Paris (CNR). In 2006 he obtained a 1st Prize (unanimous) with honors in the class of Charles-Edouard Fantin. 
   He has continued his studies at the Schola Cantorum in Basel with Hopkinson Smith since October 2006. 
   He’s participated in several master classes with Hopkinson Smith, Rolf Lislevand, Julian Bream and workshops with Eugène Ferré, Paul O'Dette, Pascale Boquet, Benjamin Perrot and Eduardo Eguez. 
   From September 2003 to January 2005, he played the role of the lutenist on stage at the Comédie Française in Shakespeare’s "Twelfth Night". 
   He has performed at the Carnavalet Museum in Paris, at the Festival "Clavecin en Fête" (Belgium), as well as the Festival of "St Guilhem le Desert" and Versailles Off. 
   In September 2007 and January 2008, he performed at the Ambronay Academy under the direction of Hervé Niquet, where he played in the opera "Le Carnaval & La Folie", on tour in Romania, Poland, Spain, which finished at the Opéra Comique in Paris. 
   He performs regularly with the ensembles A 2 Violes Esgales, Pygmalion, L’art des Muses, Les Ombres, Les Siècles, Le Concert Spirituel. 
In November & December 2008, he played alongside Christophe Coin with the Baroque de Limoges. 
He’s attracted by all kinds of music, including jazz. 

Upcoming concert dates: 

- 11 January 2009: Concert with Le Concert Spirituel at the Victoria Hall in Geneva, extracts of French opera arias 
- April 2, 6, 10 and 11 May 2009: Opera King Arthur by Purcell with Le Concert Spirituel, at the Opéra Comédie in Montpellier, at the Barbican in London, the Philharmonie de Luxembourg, Théâtre des Champs Elysées in Paris
- 15 July 2009: Recital at the festival in Normandy, Dowland, Kapsberger and De Visée ... 

Press extracts : 

"Thomas just turned fifteen and his interpretation is already that of a master. We can surely compare him in a few years with the greatest of lutenists " 
Société Française de Luth March 2003 
"The young Thomas Dunford, an upcoming talent, plays the lute 
as naturally as a baby smiles. The next generation ... " 
Société Française de Luth November 2002 
"A particular compliment to the already very mature playing of the young Dunford which is ravishing, the future is assured without any doubt. " 
Alain Prévost November 2002
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